The First Home Rule Bill

__in other words, upon the national question/'   This

speech dashed the enthusiasm of his auditors, but Parnell
probably had no thought for them; his thought was for the
old man who was to speak on the very next evening at the
Memorial Hall in Farringdon Street. Mr* Gladstone was
delighted with the speech, and said " boldly that the real
authors of the Plan of Campaign are the present Government/*
Wherever Mr. Gladstone went, he preached the gospel of self-
government for Ireland. It was ParnelTs part to provide him
with support, and he could best do so by lying low. The state
of his health would not have kept him low had he had cause
to come out of his retreat and fight, for no illness ever kept
Parnell out of the front line.

239